The Voice In The Wilderness

O0A voice crying in the wilderness:

Prepare ye the way of the LORDéO
Matthew 3:3
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Holy Week and Pascha 2007 Services
St John the Forerunner Antiochian
Orthodox Church, Cedar Park Texas

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
April 1 - April 8

Palm Sunday 8:00 am Orthros
10:00 am Divine Liturgy
12:00 pm Festal Potluck (Fish Allowed)
7:00 pm Bridegroom Service

Monday 9:00 am Presanctified Liturgy
7:00 pm Bridegroom Service
Tuesday 9:00 am Presanctified Liturgy
7:00 pm Bridegroom Service
Wednesday 9:00 am Presanctified Liturgy
7:00 pm Unction Service
Thursday 9:00 am Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil
7:00 pm Service of 12 Gospels
Friday 9:00 am Royal Hours
3:30 pm Descent from the Cross Vespers
7:00 pm Lamentations
Saturday 9:00 am Vesperal Liturgy
11:00 pm Rush Service

Pascha 12:00 am Paschal Liturgy
2:00 am Paschal Potluck
2:00 pm Agape Vespers with Picnic
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Christ is Risen!

On this day of days, | greet you with joy and thankfulness. Joy, because our Savior i

risen and Death has been cagstlankiulness, because | have the honor of being
your pastor. $thh is an amazing place, and yowarénoeoplghouria
CynthiaBrendan and Katie also join with me in wishing eaglaoéilled a

feast. May the Paschal Season bring Light and Peace and Great Mercy to all the pec

of our parish, and thage blessings abound for all the people of Central Texas!

your unworthy priest
Aidant

CHRIST IS RISEN!

By Protopresbyter Alexander Schmemann

My belief in Christ does not come from the opportunity given to me to participate since earliest
childhood in t he paschal celebration. Rather, Pascha is made possible, that unique night fills with light
and joy and such victorious power in the greeting "Christ is risen! Truly He is risen!" because my faith

itself was born from experience of the living Christ. How a nd when was it born? | dond know, | dond
remember. | only know that every time | open the gospel and read about Christ, read his words, read

his teaching, | consciously repeat, with all my heart and being, what was said by those who were sent

to arrest C hrist but who returned to the Pharisees without him: "No man ever spoke like this man"

(JIn. 7:48).

Therefore what | know first of all is that Christ® teaching is alive, and that nothing on earth can be
compared with it. And this teaching is about him, ab  out eternal life, about victory over death, about a



love that conquers and overcomes death. | know as well that in a life where everything seems so
difficult and tiresome, the one constant that never changes and never leaves is this inner awareness
that Ch rist is with me. "I will not leave you as orphans, | will come to You" (Jn. 14:18).

And he does come and give the feeling of his presence through prayer, through a thrill of soul,
through a joy so incomprehensible, yet so very alive, through his mysteriou s, but again so certain,
presence in church during services and in sacraments. This living experience is always growing, this
knowledge, this awareness which becomes so obvious that Christ is here and that his word has been
fulfilled: whoever loves Me, "I will love him and manifest myself to him Jn. 14:21). And whether | am in

a crowd or alone, this certitude of his presence, this power of his word, this joy of faith in him
remains with me. This is the only answer and the only proof.

"Why do you seek the li ving among the dead? Why do you mourn the incorrupt amid corruption?" All
Christianity, therefore, is the experience of faith repeated again and again as if for the first time,

through its incarnation in rites, words, music, and colors. To the unbeliever, it may indeed seem like a
mirage; he hears only words, he sees only incomprehensible ceremonies, and he understands them only
outwardly. But for believers, all of this radiates from within, and not as proof of his faith, but as its

result, as its lifeint  he world, in the soul, in history.

Therefore the darkness and sadness of Holy Friday is for us something real, alive, contemporary; we

can cry at the cross and experience everything that took place in that triumph of evil, treachery,
cowardice, and betray al; we can contemplate the life -bearing tomb on Holy Saturday with excitement
and hope. And therefore, every year we can celebrate Easter, Pascha, the Resurrection. For Easter is

not the remembrance of an event in the past. It is the real encounter in happ iness and joy, with him
whom our hearts long ago knew and encountered as the life and light of all light.

Easter night testifies that Christ is alive and with us, and that we are alive with him. The entire
celebration is an invitation to look at the world and life, and to behold the dawning of the mystical day
of the Kingdom of light. "Today the scent of Spring begins," sings the church, "and the new creation
exults..." It exults in faith, in love and in hope

This is the day of resurrection,Let us be ill umined by the feast,Let us embrace each other,Let
its call "brothers" even those that hate us,And forgive all by the resurrection,And so let us cry:

Christ is risen from the dead,Trampling down death by death,And upon those in the tombs
bestowing life.

Chrst is risen!

Fr Alexander Schmemann, Dean of St. Vladimir& Orthodox Theological Seminary in Crestwood, NY,
and a leading Orthodox theologian, died in 1983 at the age of 62. Eternal Memory
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Our Father Among the Saints,
RAPHAEL
Bishop of Brooklyn
Good Shepherd of the Lost Sheep in America

November 8, 1860 — February 27, 1915
Feast Day: First Saturday in November

Shrine and reliquary in honor of
St. RAPHAEL AT

St. Nicholas Antiochian Orthodox

Cathedral of Brooklyn, New York

God of Truth and  Love, Father Son, and Holy Spirit
Hear our p rayer for those who do not know You
especially (insert your prayer list here). That they

may come to a saving knowledge of the truth, and

that Your Name may be praised among all peoples of
the world. Sustain, inspire, and enlighten Your

servants who bring them the Gospel. Bring fresh vigor
to wavering faith; sustain our faith when it is still

fragile. Continually renew missionary zeal in ourselves
and in the Church, and raise us up as missionaries who
will follow You to the ends of the world. Make us

witnes ses to Your goodness 30 full of love, full of
strength, and full of faith & for Your glory and the
salvation of the entire world. Through the prayers of

St. Raphael of Brooklyn, St. Paul, St. Fotini,Ss. Cyril
and Methodios, ,St. Innocent of Alaska,,and al | the
missionary saints, Have mercy on us and save us.
Amen

An Introduction to the
Church April 20 — 21

The St. Raphael Project is going to bear the
fruit of your prayers as we sponsor, a4n

I ntroduction to the Churchd. It will be held at
our building on Friday, April 20, and Saturday,
April 21. The event will consist of four
presentations. Here is a schedule for the April
event:

Friday, April 20
7pm The History of the Church
(Light Refreshments will be served on Friday night)

Saturday, Apr 21
9am Holy Tradition

10:15 Worship
Noon Lunch
1pm

When you invite people, please remember to
make the invitation a personal one. In other
words, invite the person to your home or take
them out for coffee i and plan on attending the
event with the people you invite. In fact, it is a
good idea to offer them a ride on both Friday
night and Saturday; that way, they will not have
to walk into a building full of strangers, and they
will be able to ask you questions afterwards.

Because space is limited in our facility, the only
members of the parish who will be able to attend
the event will be those people who are actually
bringing guests. And because we want to be sure
and have enough food and seating and study
materials, please let Father Aidan know ahead of
time how many people you will be bringing with
you.

If you have any questions or if you need some
suggestions as to how to actually invite people to
this event, call Father Aidan or send him an

email or catch him after a service .




The Icons of Pascha

There are several prototypes of icons that are prominent during the season of Pascha. Each tells a portion of the story
surrounding the Feast of Feasts, the Holy Pascha. The prototypes primarily include the resurrection icons, the myrrh -
bearing- womenicons, and the Mary Magdalene icons.

The Resurrection Icons

The dResurrectiond prot ot ypes include the well known dHarrowing of Hellg, the lesser known oChrist rising from the
Tombg, and the western influenced dChrist Victoriouséicons. While all f ocus upon the Resurrection of our Lord and
Savior Christ Jesus, they each add additional information that open the story to our souls. These prototypes appeared
after the victory of the icons in 843 a.d.

An excellent example of the dHarrowing of Helldis this
Fresco dating to 1315 of Christ's descent into Hades,
depicting the liberation of the dead from Hades' bonds.

This Icon is from  the walls of the Church of the Holy

Savior of Chora, Istanbul, Turkey. As with most icons of
this prototype, the resurrected Christ is surrounded by an
almond-shaped aureole surrounding him is called a
@nandorlad The mandorlais portrayed because after his
resurrection Christ was a purely divine figure and no

longer a human being. He is clothed in white. ~ Christ is
standing feet firmly planted upon the ground , over the
broken gates of Hellas Adam and Eve are lifted out of
Hades. The locks and chains of d eath are broken and an
old man signifying death /devil is bound and chained. On
the right of Christ , Amos with a shepherds crook, Moses,
Isaiah , Daniel, Zachariah & Elias look on. On the left are
the Old Testament kings, David and Solomon, along with
the Forerunner, St. John the Baptist.

This Modern Slavic | con labeled in English dDescent into
Hadesé. | t is an example of the bright colors used in eastern
European Icons of the H arrowing of Hell . This icon expands
the basic prototype by including additional i  nformation. Two
angels at the top hold the empty cross a sign of the
powerlessness of the world over the Lord. The  resurr ected
Christ surrounded by the m andorla is clothed in gold, a sign of
his resurrected state and glory. In this icon, He stands

victori ously upon the broken Gates of Hell as Adam and Eve
are lifted out of  tombs in H ades. Hell is shown as a gaping
black hole into which Christ descends as conquer or. The gates
are shattered and shown lying across one another in the shape
of a cross . The lock s and chains of death are shown broken
and empty to indicate that death no longer binds mankind.  On
the right we see St John the Forerunner , Moses is seen with
the 10 Commandments, King Josiah, the Prophets Amos,
Isaiah, Elias , , Zachariah and many other minor prophets look
on. On the left are the Old Testament kings, David and

Solomon, the Three Youths in Babylonian headgear, Daniel the
prophet, along with other souls awaiting Christ in Hades.




This modern rendition of a n older 15" Century Russian
prototype of the Harrowing of Hell i s labeled in English
oDescent into H adesa.

In this icon, t he resurrected Christ surrounded by

round mandorla with rays of glory coming from Christ .
He is clothed in gold in recognition of H is resurrected
state and glory. In this icon, He stands victoriou  sly upon
the broken Gates of Hell as Adam and Eve are have

been lifted out of Hades. Hell is shown as a gaping black
hole over which Christ stands as conqueror. The gates
of death are shattered and shown lying across one
another in the shape of a cross The locks and chains of
death are shown broken and empty to indicate that

death no longer binds mankind. On the right we see
Moses holding the book of commandments .

Amos, Isaiah, Elias , and many other minor prophets look
on. On the left are the  Forerunner St. John the Baptist,
the Old Testament kings, David and Solomon, and in the
rear Daniel the Prophet is seen in Babylonian headgear

This modern Russian Icon , Christ rising from theto  mb, is
actually modeled on western paintings of Christ coming

from the tomb dating from the middle ages. As you will
note, i t has been successfully adapted using the rules of
iconography and is now accepted as an Orthodox icon.

In the Icon, the resurr ected Christ is surrounded by an
almond-shaped aureole surrounding him is called a
@nandorlad The mandorlais portrayed because after his
resurrection Christ was a purely divine figure and no
longer a human being. The darkest part of the mando rla
represen ts the unseen light , too bright to be depicted
with rays of golden light emanating form Christ, He is
clothed in white. Sitting on either side of him are two
angels, one carrying the staff of a messenger (he will be
the angel at the tomb) , the other with  his hand over his
heart showing obedience and honor to the Resurre cted
Christ. Christ stands upon clouds indicative of ~ His
resurrection and immortal condition.

<




Thisiconis of ten called ¢Christ Victoriouséor
simply the dNI KAdicon. This very western image
of the resurrected Christ coming out of the tomb

has also found its way into Orthodox Iconography

in both Greece and Russia. | have seen adaptations
of this image down to the cross banner on posters
sold in Greece and images painted in Orthodox
Churches in Russia when a western style of
iconography has been employed.

The more traditional rules would indicate that the
resurrected Christ is surrounded by an almond -
shaped aureole surrounding him is called a
@nandor lad Here however, t he mandorla is shown
just as rays of light and dark but are still
indicative of the resurrect ed Christ, now a purely
divine figure . Depending on the level of adaptation
the Mandorla may also be all of gold and white or
more traditional as noted on the icon above.
Christ is seen in white but with his robe open to
reveal the wound to his chest. This is unusual for
Orthodox iconography as the wounds are visible in
this icon. This icon shows two angels in worship
of the resurrected Christ.  Often th is icon may also show soldiers passed out in fear or two angels
holding the instruments of the passion.

The Myrrh-Bearing Women Icons

Below you will note three very similar icons from the same prototype, “the Myrrh-Bearing Women” This may
also be known as the “Angel at the Tomb”

The icon of the Holy Myrrh  -bearers
depicts the biblical story of the women
arriving at the tomb to anoint the body of
Christ. Usually three women are depicted,
Mary the Theotokos, Mary the wife of
Cleopas, and Mary Magdalene. In their
hands a seen the left and right Greek
School icons are vials of myrrh oil to
anoint the body and the angel in white is
seated upon the stone that covered the
tomb, and he is pointing to the empty
burial clothes showing that Christ has
rise n from the dead. Holy tradition is
that the angel, who holds a staff of a
messenger, is the Archangel Gabriel.




