The Voice In The Wildern

0A voice crying in the wilderness:

Prepare ye the way of the LORDéoO
Matthew 3:3
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SAINT JOHN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS OCTOBER 8

St Johns Church School will begin on Sunday October 8. Our education program begins with Church
School for children and young people. It is a specia | program that develops the mind and spirit of our
young people. Sunday School classes are held immediately after liturgy, and they include a Bible
story, a craft, music, and a snack.

The pre - school class is for children ages 4 and 5 (in
order to be int he class, children must be 4 before
September 1 ). The class meets in the nursery, and
it is taught by Eleni Hrissikopoulis and assisted by
Monique Kelly.

This year there will be  two elementary school
classes. One for ages 6 -8 taught by Annessa
Thompson and assisted by Joe Wright and one
for ages 9 -11 taught by Vickie Knight assisted
by Michael Baker Galloway.

The young adult class meets in the bookstore; itis

open to all young people in middle school and high

school. The class is taught by Fr Aidan Wilcoxson,
and it features live music provided by Mr. John Dunn.

Education is just as important for adults as it is for children and young people. On most S aturday
afternoon of the year, we have a number of classes for adults. The classes begin at 5pm, and end in
time for the Ninth Hour and Great Vespers. Fr Aidan Wilcoxson teaches Orthodox Instruction



which is our basic course on Orthodox beliefs and practi  ces; this course is required for everyone who

is interested in becoming Orthodox, but many other people attend as well. On the third Sunday of

the month, Dr Jeffrey Macdonald teaches Orthodox Church History. Our current class is St Cyril

and the Christolog ical Controversy Class . Dr Macdonald has a PhD in Patristics, and is a former
seminary prof essor (look for afull schedule of Dr Macdonald® classes to be posted on the web-site
calendar). On the Second Saturday of month, Subdeacon Thomas Wilson leads  Orth opraxis Seminars .
Subdeacon Thomas is a licensed social worker and an iconographer who has a great deal of experience

in the Church, and his seminars cover a wide range of subjects such as Nativity Traditions and

Customs, Preparations for Pascha, and Ortho dox Family Devotions (The schedule for this year is

posted on the website).

We also have other groups that get together for study and discussion. On Wednesday nights, Father
Aidan teaches a special Seminar on the Apocalypse from an Orthodox Perspective. Catherine
MacLaughlin leads a book study group covering various Orthodox Books. This group has been working
its way through Victory in the Unseen Warfare. _ Catherine is a seminary graduate, an attorney, and a
licensed professional counselor.

Our community i s truly blessed with a great Church School program and a solid offering of adult

classes! And we are working hard to provide even more! If you need further information about any of

our educational opportunities, please get in touch with us. You can callth e parish at 258 -1711 or email
Fr Aidan. Remember that everyone is welcome at any of our classes or events.

October 1 : The
Protection of the Most
Holy Theotokos

The Protection of the Most Holy
Theotokos, is one of the most popular
feasts in the Russian Orthodox Church,
which interesting in that the origi  nal
miraculous appearance of the Virgin
occurred in Constantinople, the seat of
the Ecumenical Patriarch.

The Protection of the Most Holy
Theotokos: "Today the Virgin stands in the
midst of the Church, and with choirs of
Saints she invisibly prays to God f or us.
Angels and Bishops venerate Her, Apostles
and prophets rejoice together, Since for
our sake she prays to the Eternal God!"







