
The Voice In The Wilderness 

 
òA voice crying in the wilderness: 
Prepare ye the way of the LORDéó 
Matthew 3:3 
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St. John the 
Forerunner 
Parish Youth 
Collecting food 
and New Toys for 
the St. Nicholas  
Project   

            A Ukrainian  Visit from St Nicholas  

             courtesy of St. Nicholas Center  

 

From Sunday, November 19 thru Sunday December 10, the youth of St. John the Forerunner 

will be collecting food for the Hill Country Ministries Food bank and Toys for children in the 

area who may not be able to have a toy thi s Christmas.  Under the leadership of Tim and 

Melinda Treckman ,  our Youth advisors, the youth are emulating the charity  and generosity of 

St Nicholas towards those who were less fortunate by collecting new, unwrapped toys. Like St. 

Nicholas, they will be feeding the poor of our area by collecting canned goods for the Hill 

Country Min istry. A  special Box for toys and Canned Goods will be in the foyer of the Church to 

place your donations.  

 

The Project ends on December 10 th , the day when the Youth will prese nt our Annual St. Nicholas 

Play.  At the end of the play, the youth will present their offerings to Father Aida n for blessing 

and then they will be taken to local Charities for distribution.  We hope you will join the youth 

in their honoring of St. Nichola s by  helping them with new toys and canned goods, as well as, 

emulating St. Nicholas acts of random kindness to friends and strangers throughout the Nativity 

Lent.  

 

 

 



The six weeks prior to Christmas (the Nativity of our Lord in the Flesh) is a fasting period that many 

call Advent. Advent means òcoming.ó It is that period of time when we find ourselves waiting for the 

coming of the Messiah, the Anointed One, the Christ. (All three te rms mean the same thing.) For this 

reason, it has a different character than other fasting periods. Although there is an element of 

preparation involved, it is not the same as the Great Fast that precedes Holy Week and Pascha.  

The liturgical preparation is  limited to the two Sundays before the Nativity and the five days leading 

up to the feast. Those two Sundays we are reminded of the Holy Ancestors of God and the Holy 

Fathers, Patriarchs, and Prophets who played a role in the coming of the Messiah. In the hymns of the 

Sunday cycle of services, we hear of their great faith and are called to build our own.  

For most of us, we are anxious to get to the feast ñ we want the days to rush by. Our preparation 

usually consists of shopping and decorating, not to speak  of the endless parties that we are invited to 

attend. Here is where the notion of waiting comes into play. We must discipline ourselves through 

self -control and patience. We are to read the Scriptures, specifically the prophecies that speak of 

the coming of the Messiah. We are to turn our focus to a Godly way of life that calls for sacrificing 

and almsgiving (acts of mercy). Let us think of charity and the giving of our time, talents, and 

resources to others that may be in need. There is no better way to i mitate Christ than to be loving 

and charitable towards others.  

A word to the wise ñ put Christ back into Christmas. Find the meaning of the feast by understanding 

the importance of the Son of God taking on human flesh. Remember the real reason for the seas on is 

that Jesus, the Son of God, the Messiah, came into the world and dwelt among men, taking on Himself 

the sins of the world so that we might have life in Him.  

òGod is with us! Understand O nations and submit yourselves, for God is with us!ó (Isaiah 8:9 )

Courtesy of the Word Magazine published by the Antiochian Orthodox Archdiocese of North 

America, December Issue 2002  

 

 

St. Nicholas is the real Santa Claus. Some 

of the most memor able of all the traditions 

of the Orthodox Church are those that 

surround the celebrations of  the Feast of 

St Nicholas. As you review them, some will 

seem vaguely familiar because it was to the 

East that many of the traditions 

surrounding St. Nicholas hav e their 

foundation.   


