The Voice In The Wilderness |

O0A voice crying in the wilderness.

Prepare ye the way of the LORDéEG
Matthew 3:3
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Christ Is Born!

Glorify Him!
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THE NATIVITY SERMON O JOHNCHRYSOSTOM

"I behold a new and wondrous mystery! My ears resound to the shepherd's song, piping no soft melody, but loudly
chanting a heavenly hymn! The angels sing! The archangels blend their voices in harmony! The cherubim resound
their joyful praise! The Seraphim exalt His glory! All join to praise this holy feast, beholding the Godhead herein...

on earth and man in heaven. He who is above now, for our salvation, dwells here below; and  we, who were lowly, are
exalted by divine mercy!

Today Bethlehem resembles heaven, hearing from the stars the singing of angelic voices and, in place of the sun,
witnessing the rising of the Sun of Justice! Ask not how this is accomplished, for where God wills, the order of
nature is overturned. For He willed He had the powers He descended. He saved. All things move in obedience to
God.

Today He Who Is, is born! And He Who Is becomes what He was not! For when He was God, He became man -while
not relinqu ishing the Godhead that is His... And so the kings have come, and they have seen the heavenly King that
has come upon the earth, not bringing with Him angels, nor archangels, nor thrones, nor dominions, nor powers, nor
principalities, but, treading a new a nd solitary path, He has come forth from a spotless womb.

Yet He has not forsaken His angels, nor left them deprived of His care, nor because of His incarnation has He

ceased being God. And behold kings have come, that they might serve the Leader of the Hosts of Heaven; Women,
that they might adore Him Who was born of a woman so that He might change the pains of childbirth into joy;

Virgins, to the Son of the Virgin...

Infants, that they may adore Him who became a little child, so that out of the mouths of infants He might perfect
praise; Children, to the Child who raised up martyrs through the rage of Herod; Men, to Him who became man that
He might heal the miseries of His servants;

Shepherds, to the Good Shepherd who was laid down His life for His sh  eep;
Priests, to Him who has become a High Priest according to the order of Melchizedek;

Servants, to Him who took upon Himself the form of a servant, that He might bless our stewardship with the
reward of freedom (Philippians 2:7);

Fishermen, to the Fisher of humanity; Publicans, to Him who from among them named a chosen evangelist;

Sinful women, to Him who exposed His feet to the tears of the repentant woman; And that | may embrace them
all together, all sinners have come, that they may look upon  the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world!
Since, therefore, all rejoice, | too desire to rejoice! | too wish to share the choral dance, to celebrate the

festival! But | take my part, not plucking the harp nor with the music of the pipes nor hol ding a torch, but holding
in my arms the cradle of Christ!

For this is all my hope!

This is my lifel  This is my salvation! This is my pipe, my harp! And bearing it | come, and having from its power
received the gift of speech, | too, with the angels and shepherds, sing:

"Glory to God in the Highest! and on earth peace to men of good will! *



THE ICON OF THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

What is the meaning of the icon of the Lord's
Nativity?

On this icon, the whole Gospel message of the
incarnation of our Savior from the Virgin Mary is
depicted, along with other details added from the
holy Tradition. On many icons of the Nativity,
there are a multitude of details, on other less. On
the diagram shown here, taken from a drawing
for an icon, we can identify a tleast 8 major
elements.

(1) The focus of the icon, of course, is on the
birth of our Lord from His most pure virgin
mother Mary; She is shown larger than any of the
other figures, reclining on a mat, and looking not
at her new -born Son, but rather with| ove and
compassion towards her spouse, St Joseph the
Betrothed (7), seeing his affliction and
bewilderment over this most strange and divine
birth;.

St. Joseph the Betroth (7) is shown seated in the left bottom corner, conversing with Satan,

disguised as an old shepherd. The posture of St Joseph is one of doubt and inner trouble, for he
wondered if it might be possible that the conception and birth were not by some secret human union;
how blessed he was to serve the Mother of God and her divine Son, ins  pite of these thoughts and
temptations, and to protect her from the evil gossip of the people who could not yet possibly

understand so great a mystery. Our Lord is shown in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger, "for
there was no room for them in the inn  ." (cf. Luke 2) The back -drop for the manger is a dark cave (3),
which immediately reminds us of the cave in which our Lord was buried 33 years later, wrapped in a
shroud. In the cave are an ox and ass, details not mentioned by the Gospels, but whicharea n
invariable feature of every icon of the Nativity; the scene is included to show the fulfillment of the

words of the prophet Isaiah, "the ox knows his Owner, and the ass his Master's crib, but Israel does

not know Me, and the people has not regarded Me" ( Isaiah 1:3). (2) Above this central composition, in
the very center of the icon is the wondrous star coming from heaven, which led the magi (6) to the

place where our Savior lay; It reminds us of the heavenly orb we see on icons of the Theophany, or
Pentecost, wherever divine intervention is indicated.

The holy angels (4) are seen both glorifying God and bringing the good tidings of the Lord's birth to
the shepherds (5). The fact that Jewish shepherds and heathen magi were among the first to worship
our Lor d shows us the universality of this great event, meant for the salvation of all mankind.

The final detail of this icon, the scene of the washing of the Lord (8) is an element that has caused

some controversy over the ages. In some churches of the holy mona  steries of Mount Athos, the scene
in the frescoes has been deliberately obliterated and replaced with bushes or shepherds; there was a
prevailing opinion that this scene was degrading to Christ, who had no need of washing, being born in a
miraculous manner from a pure virgin. But we retain this image on our icons, being part of the holy
tradition passed on to us; truly it does not degrade the Lord, but magnifies Him, as is evident in the






